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Prayers  in  Hon^y^Pbiir 
Mother  of  Perpetual  Help 


To  be  sung  by  the  entire  congregation  standing: 

MOTHER  DEAR,  OH  PRAY 
FOR  ME 

Mother  dear,  O  pray  for  me. 

Whilst  far  from  Heaven  and  Thee 
I  wander  in  a  fragile  bark 
O'er  life's  tempestuous  sea. 

O  Virgin  Mother,  from  Thy  throne. 
So  bright  in  bliss  above. 

Protect  Thy  child,  and  cheer  my  path 
With  Thy  sweet  smile  of  love. 

Mother  dear,  remember  me. 

And  never  cease  Thy  care. 

Till  in  heaven  eternally 
Thy  love  and  bliss  I  share. 
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V  * 

One  of  the  following  prayers  will  be  recited 
at  each  service.  The  entire  congregation 
will  recite  the  prayers  aloud. 

Pause  at  the  *. 

1 

Behold  at  Thy  feet,  O  Mother  of 
Perpetual  Help,  *  a  wretched  sinner 
who  has  recourse  to  Thee  and  con¬ 
fides  in  Thee.  *  O  Mother  of  mercy, 
have  pity  on  me.  *  I  hear  Thee  called 
by  all  *  the  refuge  and  the  hope  of 
sinners;  *  be  then,  my  refuge  and 
my  hope.  *  Assist  me  for  the  love  of 
Jesus  Christ;  *  stretch  forth  Thy  hand 
to  a  miserable,  fallen  creature  *  who 
recommends  himself  to  Thee,  *  and 
who  devotes  himself  to  Thy  service 
forever.  *  I  bless  and  I  thank  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  *  Who  in  His  mercy  has 
given  me  this  confidence  in  Thee,  * 
which  I  hold  to  be  a  pledge  of  my 
eternal  salvation.  *  It  is  true,  dearest 
Mother,  *  that  in  the  past  I  have 
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miserably  fallen  into  sin  *  because  I 
had  not  recourse  to  Thee.  *  I  know# 
however#  that  with  Thy  help  I  shall 
conquer#  *  I  know,  too#  that  Thou 
wilt  assist  me  *  if  only  I  recommend 
myself  to  Thee.  *  But  I  fear#  dear 
Mother,  *  that  in  time  of  danger  * 
I  may  neglect  to  call  on  Thee  and 
thus  lose  my  soul.  *  This  grace,  then# 
I  ask  of  Thee#  and  this  I  beg  with 
all  the  fervor  of  my  soul#  *  that  in  all 
the  attacks  of  hell  *  I  may  ever  have 
recourse  to  Thee.  *  O  Mary,  help 
me;  *  O  Mother  of  Perpetual  Help# 
never  suffer  me  to  lose  my  God. 

Nine  Hail  Marys — 

Priest.  Pray  for  us#  O  Mother  of 
Perpetual  Help. 

People.  That  we  may  be  made 
worthy  of  the  promises  of 
Christ. 

Priest.  LET  US  PRAY;  O  Lord  Jesus 
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Christ,  Who  hast  given  us  Thine  own 
Mother  Mary,  whose  glorious  image 
we  venerate,  to  be  a  Mother  ever 
ready  to  come  to  our  help;  grant,  we 
beseech  Thee,  that  we,  unceasingly 
imploring  her  motherly  help,  may 
merit  always  to  experience  the  fruit 
of  Thy  Redemption.  Who  livest  and 
reignest  world  without  end.  Amen. 

2 

O  Mother  of  Perpetual  Help,  *  grant 
that  I  may  ever  invoke  Thy  most 
powerful  name,  *  which  is  the  safe¬ 
guard  of  the  living  and  the  salvation 
of  the  dying.  *  O  Purest  Mary,  O 
Sweetest  Mary,  *  let  Thy  name  hence¬ 
forth  be  ever  on  my  lips.  *  Delay  not, 
O  Blessed  Lady,  *  to  help  me  when¬ 
ever  I  call  on  Thee,  *  for,  in  all  my 
needs,  in  all  my  temptations  *  I  shall 
never  cease  to  call  on  Thee,  *  ever 
repeating  Thy  sacred  name,  Mary, 
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Mary.  *  Oh,  what  consolation,  * 
what  sweetness,  *  what  confidence  * 
what  emotion  fills  my  soul  *  when  I 
utter  Thy  sacred  name,  *  or  even 
only  think  of  Thee.  *  I  thank  God  for 
having  given  Thee,  for  my  good,  * 
so  sweet,  so  powerful,  so  lovely  a 
name.  *  But  I  will  not  be  content  with 
merely  uttering  Thy  name;  *  let  my 
love  for  Thee  prompt  me  ever  to  hail 
Thee,  *  Mother  of  Perpetual  Help. 

Nine  Hail  Marys — 

Priest.  Pray  for  us,  O  Mother  of 
Perpetual  Help. 

People.  That  we  may  be  made 
worthy  of  the  promises  of 
Christ. 

Priest.  LET  US  PRAY:  O  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Who  hast  given  us  Thine  own 
Mother  Mary,  whose  glorious  image 
we  venerate,  to  be  a  Mother  ever 
ready  to  come  to  our  help;  grant,  we 
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,  / 

beseech  Thee,  that  we,  unceasingly 
imploring  her  motherly  help,  may 
merit  always  to  experience  the  fruit 
of  Thy  Redemption.  Who  livest  and 
reignest  world  without  end.  Amen. 

3 

O  Mother  of  Perpetual  Help  *  Thou 
art  the  dispenser  of  all  the  gifts  * 
which  God  grants  to  us  miserable 
sinners,  *  and  for  this  reason  He  has 
made  Thee  so  powerful,  so  rich,  and 
so  bountiful,  *  in  order  that  Thou 
mayest  help  us  in  our  misery.  * 
Thou  art  the  advocate  of  the  most 
wretched  and  abandoned  sinners  * 
who  have  recourse  to  Thee  *  come 
to  my  add.  *  I  commend  myself  to 
Thee.  *  In  Thy  Hands  I  place  my 
eternal  salvation  *  and  to  Thee  do  I 
entrust  my  soul.  *  Count  me  among 
Thy  most  devoted  servants,  *  take 
me  under  Thy  protection,  and  it  is 
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enough  for  me.  *  For,  if  Thou  protect 
me,  dear  Mother  *  I  fear  nothing;  * 
not  from  my  sins,  *  because  Thou  wilt 
obtain  for  me  the  pardon  of  them;  * 
nor  from  the  devils,  *  because  Thou 
art  more  powerful  than  all  hell  to¬ 
gether;  *  nor  even  from  Jesus,  my 
Judge  himself,  *  because  by  one 
prayer  from  Thee  *  He  will  be  ap¬ 
peased.  *  But  one  thing  I  fear,  *  that 
in  the  hour  of  temptation  *  I  may 
neglect  to  call  on  Thee  *  and  thus 
perish  miserably.  *  Obtain  for  me, 
then,  the  pardon  of  my  sins,  *  love 
for  Jesus,  *  final  perseverance,  * 
and  the  grace  to  have  recourse  to 
Thee,  *  O  Mother  of  Perpetual  Help. 

Nine  Hail  Marys — 

Priest.  Pray  for  us,  O  Mother  of 
Perpetual  Help. 

People.  That  we  may  be  made 
worthy  of  the  promises  of 
Christ. 
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Priest.  LET  US  PRAY:  O  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Who  hast  given  us  Thine  own 
Mother  Mary,  whose  glorious  image 
we  venerate,  to  be  our  Mother  ever 
ready  to  come  to  our  help;  grant,  we 
beseech  Thee,  that  we,  unceasingly 
imploring  her  motherly  help,  may 
merit  always  to  experience  the  fruit 
of  Thy  Redemption.  Who  livest  and 
reignest  world  without  end.  Amen. 

PILGRIM  HYMN  OF  LOURDES 

Immaculate  Mary, 

Our  hearts  are  all  thine. 
Protect  us  Thy  children 
Who  kneel  at  Thy  shrine. 

Chorus 

Ave,  Ave,  Ave  Maria  I 
Ave,  Ave,  Ave  Maria ! 
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O  SALUTARIS  HOSTIA 

O  Salutaris  Hostia, 

Quae  coeli  pandis  ostium! 

Bella  premunt  hostilia; 

Da  robur;  fer  auxilium. 

Uni  trinoque  Domino, 

Sit  sempiterna  gloria; 

Qui  vitam  sine  termino 

Nobis  donet  in  patria.  Amen. 

TANTUM  ERGO 

Tantum,  ergo  Sacramentum 
Veneremur  cemui. 

Et  antiquum  documentum 
Novo  cedat  ritui; 

Praestet  tides  supplementum 
Sensuum  defectui. 

Genitori  Genitoque 
Laus  et  jubilatio. 

Solus,  honor,  virtus  quoque. 

Sit  et  benedictio, 

Procedenti  ab  Utroque 

Compar  sit  laudatio.  Amen. 
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O  SALUTARIS  HOSTIA 
O  Saving  Victim,  opening  wide 
The  gate  of  heaven  to  man  below ! 
Our  foes  press  on  from  every  side; 
Thine  aid  supply;  Thy  strength  be¬ 
stow. 

To  Thy  great  name  be  endless  praise. 
Immortal  Godhead,  One  in  Three ! 
Oh,  grant  us  endless  length  of  days 
In  our  true  native  land  with  Thee. 

Amen. 

TANTUM  ERGO 
Down  in  adoration  falling, 

Lo,  the  Sacred  Host  we  hail. 

Lo,  o'er  ancient  forms  departing. 
Newer  rites  of  grace  prevail; 

Faith  for  all  defects  supplying 
Where  the  feeble  senses  fail. 

To  the  everlasting  Father, 

And  the  Son  Who  reigns  on  high. 
With  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeding 
Forth  from  Each  eternally; 

Be  salvation,  honor,  blessing. 

Might,  and -endless  majesty.  Amen. 
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Priest — Panem  de  coelo  praestiiisti 
eis;  (Alleluia). 

People  —  Omne  delectamentum  * 
in  se  habentem.  (Alleluia.) 

Priest — OREMUS:  Deus,  qui  nobis 
sub  Sacramento  mirabili  passionis 
tuae  memoriam  reliquisti;  tribue, 
quaesumus,  ita  nos  corporis  et  san¬ 
guinis  tui  sacra  mysteria  venerari  ut 
redemptionis  tuae  fructum  in  nobis 
jugiter  sentiamus:  Qui  vivis  et  regnas 
in  saecula  saeculorum. 

People — Amen. 


Here  earnestly  plead  with  Jesus  in 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  the  kind  and 
generous  Son  of  Mary,  Our  Mother 
of  Perpetual  Help,  to  grant  you  the 
favors  you  seek,  if  these  be  for  God's 
greater  glory,  and  for  the  welfare  of 
your  own  soul. 
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Priest — Thou  hast  given  them  bread 
from  heaven;  (Alleluia). 

People — Replenished  with  all 
sweetness  and  delight.  (Alleluia.) 

Priest— LET  US  PRAY;  O  God,  Who 
hast  left  us  a  remembrance  of  Thy 
Passion  beneath  the  veils  of  this 
Sacrament;  grant  us,  we  pray,  so  to 
venerate  the  sacred  mysteries  of  Thy 
body  and  blood  that  we  may  enjoy 
the  eternal  fruits  of  Thy  redemption: 
Thou  Who  livest  and  reignest  world 
without  end. 

People — Amen. 


Here  earnestly  plead  with  Jesus  in 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  the  kind  and 
generous  Son  of  Mary,  Our  Mother 
of  Perpetual  Help,  to  grant  you  the 
favors  you  seek,  if  these  be  for  God's 
greater  glory,  and  for  the  welfare  of 
your  own  soul. 
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THE  DIVINE  PRAISES 


Blessed  be  God! 

Blessed  be  His  Holy  Name! 

Blessed  be  Jesus  Christ,  true  God  and 
true  Man! 

Blessed  be  the  name  of  Jesus! 

Blessed  be  His  most  Sacred  Heart! 

Blessed  be  Jesus  in  the  most  holy 
Sacrament  of  the  Altar! 

Blessed  be  the  great  Mother  of  God, 
Mary  most  holy! 

Blessed  be  her  holy  and  Immaculate 
Conception! 

Blessed  be  the  name  of  Mary,  Virgin 
and  Mother! 

Blessed  be  St.  Joseph,  her  most  chaste 
Spouse! 

Blessed  be  God  in  His  angels  and  in 
His  saints! 
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To  be  sung  by  the  congregation  standing: 

O  MOTHER 
OF  PERPETUAL  HELP 

1 

O  Mother  of  Perpetual  Help, 

To  Thee  we  come  imploring  help. 

:  Behold  us  here,  horn  far  and  near. 
To  ask  of  Thee  our  help  to  be; : 

2 

Perpetual  Help,  we  beg  of  Thee 
Our  souls  from  sin  and  sorrow  free; 

:  Direct  our  wandering  feet  aright. 
And  be  Thyself  our  own  true  light. : 

3. 

And  when  this  life  is  o'er  for  me. 
This  last  request  I  ask  of  Thee; 
Obtain  for  me  in  heaven  this  grace. 
To  see  my  God  there  face  to  face. ; 
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A  Violent  Storm  at  Sea  was  Quelled 
the  Moment  the  Picture  was 
Fastened  to  the  Mast. 
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History  of  the  Miraculous 
Picture 

J_JISTORY  has  not  handed  down  to 
us  what  artist  first  conceived  the 
sublime  idea,  or  was  so  singularly 
privileged  as  to  portray  his  favored 
Madonna;  but,  judging  from  the  style 
and  manner  of  the  original  painting  it 
must  have  been  executed  about  the 
latter  part  of  the  fourteenth,  or  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

We  first  find  the  Miraculous  Picture 
about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  in  the  possession  of  a  merchant 
who  lived  on  the  Island  of  Crete.  He 
was  one  of  those  traders  who  jour¬ 
neyed  to  Italy  from  time  to  time  to 
sell  his  wares.  He  was  filled  with 
surprise  one  day  when  he  saw  a 
large  number  of  families  preparing  to 
leave  the  island,  as  they  feared  an 
invasion  of  the  Turks,  the  mortal 
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enemies  of  the  Christians.  He  de¬ 
termined  to  accompany  this  band  of 
voluntary  exiles,  and  seek  refuge  on 
foreign  shores.  Before  his  departure 
he  went  to  the  church  where  the 
beautiful  picture  was  venerated.  He 
took  it  down  from  its  place  of  honor 
and  concealed  it  among  his  articles 
of  Merchandise.  Then  he  set  sail  for 
Italian  shores. 


SAVED  FROM  SHIPWRECK 


'J^HE  merchant  sailed  from  port  to 
port  along  the  coast  of  Italy,  stop¬ 
ping  long  enough  at  each  place  to 
sell  some  of  his  wares.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion,  his  vessel  was  overtaken  by  a 
sudden  storm.  The  clouds  lowered;  the 
sky  was  darkened;  the  wind  howled 
through  the  rigging;  the  surging  wat¬ 
ers  dashed  with  fury  over  the  sides 
of  the  boat  The  helpless  crew  sank 
down  exhausted;  they  abandoned  the 
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frail  bark  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves, 
waiting  with  dreadful  anguish  the  last 
moment  when  they  would  sink  down 
to  their  watery  graves.  At  this  solemn 
moment,  the  merchant  remembered 
the  Miraculous  Picture.  He  remem¬ 
bered  too  the  many  favors  he  had 
received  in  the  past  from  the  Queen 
of  Heaven.  Taking  the  Picture  from 
its  hiding  place,  he  exhibited  it  be¬ 
fore  his  despairing  companions.  With 
all  the  earnestness  he  could  com¬ 
mand,  the  merchant  exhorted  his 
companions  to  look  up  from  their  dark 
and  hopeless  surroundings,  to  im¬ 
plore  with  confidence  her  whom  the 
Church  so  frequently  calls  the  Star  of 
the  Sea.  Kneeling  down  on  the  deck 
of  the  tempest-tossed  ship,  they  lifted 
up  their  hands  in  fervent  prayer  be¬ 
fore  the  Sacred  Picture.  Scarcely  had 
the  unfortunate  passengers  finished 
their  prayer  to  Mary,  when,  lo!  in  the 
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twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  storm  ceased; 
the  heavens  grew  bright  again;  the 
angry  waters  became  smooth  and 
calm.  A  few  days  later  the  ship  ar¬ 
rived  safely  in  a  port  of  Italy. 

Such  was  the  first  prodigy  which 
Almighty  God  manifested  in  honor  of 
His  Blessed  Mother,  through  the  in¬ 
strumentality  of  this  favored  Image. 
This  outstanding  favor  was  soon  to 
be  followed  by  many  others  far 
more  wonderful. 


THE  MERCHANT  DIES 

^^FTER  his  miraculous  delivery 
from  a  watery  grave,  our  mer¬ 
chant  turned  his  steps  toward  Rome. 
Though  the  destination  he  had  in 
view  is  still  unknown  to  us,  he  had 
no  intention  to  remain  permanently 
in  the  Eternal  City.  His  brief  sojourn 
there,  having  come  to  an  end,  he 
prepared  to  leave  the  capital  of  the 
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Christian  world  and  continue  his 
journey.  But  he  fell  grievously  ill  at 
the  house  of  a  friend,  on  the  very  day 
of  his  proposed  departure.  The  mer¬ 
chant  grew  weaker  and  weaker.  He 
felt  that  the  end  of  his  earthly  pil¬ 
grimage  was  very  near.  So  he  called 
his  devoted  friend  to  his  bedside  and 
entrusted  to  his  care  the  Miraculous 
Picture.  At  the  same  time  the  dying 
man  exacted  from  his  friend  a  solemn 
promise  that  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power  to  have  the  picture  exposed 
publicly  and  venerated  in  one  of  the 
churches  of  Rome.  Assured  that  this 
dying  wish  would  be  carried  out 
faithfully,  the  merchant  closed  his 
eyes  and  breathed  his  last  in  peace 
and  tranquility. 

It  would  seem  that  a  promise  so 
sacred,  a  promise  made  under  such 
solemn  circumstances,  should  have 
been  fulfilled  promptly  and  carried 
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out  to  the  very  letter.  Such,  however, 
was  not  the  case.  The  wife  of  the 
man  who  now  possessed  the  Mi¬ 
raculous  Picture,  became  so  attached 
to  it  that  she  positively  refused  to 
part  with  this  precious  treasure.  But 
God  intervened.  Three  times  did  He 
manifest  striking  proofs  of  His  Divine 
displeasure.  And  at  length  the  obsti¬ 
nate  woman  consented  to  allow  the 
Picture  to  be  exposed  for  public 
veneration. 


PICTURE  VENERATED  AT  ROME 

'JpHEN  arose  a  serious  difficulty.  To 
which  of  the  many  churches  of 
Rome  should  the  Miraculous  Picture 
be  entrusted?  The  Blessed  Virgin 
herself  answered  this  perplexing 
question.  She  appeared  to  the  wom¬ 
an's  little  daughter,  a  child  about  six 
years  of  age.  "Tell  your  mother," 
said  Our  Blessed  Lady,  "to  have  my 
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picture  exposed  for  veneration  be¬ 
tween  the  Basilicas  of  St.  Mary  Major 
and  St.  John  Lateran,  in  the  church 
dedicated  to  St.  Matthew."  This 
church,  situated  on  the  Esquiline  Hill, 
was  the  place  chosen  by  Our  Blessed 
Lady  to  be  the  sanctuary  of  her  Mi¬ 
raculous  Picture.  Accordingly,  the 
precious  Picture  was  entrusted  to  the 
care  of  the  Augustinian  Fathers,  at 
that  time  in  charge  of  St.  Matthew's 
Church. 

Had  you  been  in  Rome  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1499,  you  would  have 
witnessed  a  most  imposing  ceremony. 
On  that  day  the  beautiful  Picture  of 
Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  was 
carried  in  triumphant  procession 
through  the  streets  of  the  Eternal 
City.  The  Esquiline  Hill  resounded 
with  sacred  hymns  and  the  fervent 
acclamations  of  the  throng  of  clergy 
and  laity  who  accompanied  the  Pic- 
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ture  to  the  Church  of  St.  Matthew, 
where  it  was  enthroned  in  its  place 
of  honor  above  the  high  altar.  On 
that  day  began  the  long  series  of 
countless  miracles  and  graces  which 
for  three  centuries  Our  Lady  of  Per¬ 
petual  Help  dispensed  to  her  clients 
who  sought  her  help  at  this  favored 
Sanctuary. 

For  nigh  three  hundred  years  the 
Picture  of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help 
hung  over  the  high  altar  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Matthew.  This  Shrine  became 
one  of  the  most  famous  throughout 
Europe.  Pious  pilgrims  flocked  here 
from  distant  lands.  Devout  men  and 
women  from  every  class  of  society 
wore  a  pathway  to  this  Shrine  to  lay 
before  the  Queen  of  Heaven  their 
petitions,  or  to  adorn  the  walls  of  this 
beautiful  Sanctuary  with  votive  offer¬ 
ings,  as  tokens  of  gratitude  for  favors 
received 
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THE  REVOLUTION 


IN  the  year  1789,  dark  war  clouds 

gathered  over  Europe.  The  Revo¬ 
lution  shook  the  Continent  to  its  foun¬ 
dations.  Every  wind  that  blew  car¬ 
ried  on  its  wings  terrifying  news  of 
waste  and  destruction.  Many  of  the 
venerated  monuments  of  religious  an¬ 
tiquity  were  swept  away  by  hordes 
of  merciless  fanatics.  They  over¬ 
turned  altars  and  leveled  churches 
with  the  ground.  Nor  did  these  mad¬ 
dened  revolutionists  overlook  the 
venerable  Shrine  of  Our  Lady  of 
Perpetual  Help. 

Their  sacrilegious  hands  dese¬ 
crated  the  Church  of  St.  Matthew.  The 
Augustinian  Fathers  were  obliged  to 
flee  and  to  seek  shelter  in  the  church 
of  St.  Mary  in  Posterula.  After  his 
return  to  Rome,  Pope  Pius  VII.  com¬ 
mitted  this  church  to  the  care  of  the 
Augustinians.  To  this  church  they 
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had  carried  the  Miraculous  Picture, 
and  placed  it  in  the  private  chapel  ol 
the  monastery.  Here  the  Picture  and 
its  history  passed  into  almost  com¬ 
plete  oblivion. 

PICTURE  GIVEN  TO 
REDEMPTORISTS 

JT  was  not  until  the  year  1866  that 
the  Miraculous  Picture  was  ex¬ 
posed  again  to  the  veneration  of  the 
faithful.  During  the  long  lapse  of 
years  that  intervened  between  the 
Revolutionary  period  and  the  above 
date,  many  startling  changes  had 
taken  place  in  the  capital  of  the 
Chistian  world.  Among  others,  there 
had  sprung  up  upon  the  ancient  ruins 
of  St  Matthew's  the  beautiful  Church 
of  St.  Alphonsus,  which  was  en¬ 
trusted  to  the  care  of  the  Redemp- 
torist  Fathers.  To  these  Fathers  had 
been  confided  in  a  very  providential 
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manner  the  Miraculous  Picture  of 
Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help. 

The  Redemptorist  Fathers  soon 
learned  that  they  possessed  a  pre¬ 
cious  treasure  in  this  favored  Ma¬ 
donna.  They  resolved  to  restore  it 
again  to  public  veneration.  On  the 
Feast  of  Our  Lady  of  Good  Counsel 
(April  26)  1866,  it  was  carried  in 
solemn  procession  through  the  streets 
of  the  neighborhood  before  being 
placed  over  the  altar  built  specially 
for  its  veneration.  The  streets,  strewn 
with  flowers  and  palms,  were 
thronged  with  fervent  spectators, 
eager  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  long 
hidden  and  well-nigh  forgotten  treas¬ 
ure.  As  the  triumphant  procession 
slowly  wound  its  way  beneath  the 
beautiful  arches  and  decorated  bal¬ 
conies  of  the  Eternal  City,  cries  of 
joy  and  shouts  of  praise  rose  spon¬ 
taneously  from  the  surging  crowd  in 
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thanksgiving  to  the  Mother  of  God 
and  the  Mother  of  men. 


PERPETUAL  HELP 


that  memorable  day  down 


to  the  present  hour,  the  holy  en¬ 
thusiasm  that  inflamed  the  hearts  of 
the  Roman  people  has  grown  with 
the  passing  years.  Day  after  day 
throngs  of  men  and  women  from 
every  class  of  society  visit  the  Church 
of  St.  Alphonsus  in  Rome.  On  bended 
knee  before  the  miraculous  picture 
of  Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help,  they 
lift  up  their  hands  and  their  hearts  in 
prayer  to  her  who  is  our  life*  our 
sweetness,  and  our  hope.  And  with 
the  flight  of  years  devotion  to  Our 
Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  has  grown 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  In  every 
comer  of  the  world  Our  Blessed 
Mother  is  loved  and  venerated  under 
this  sweet  and  consoling  title. 


30 


Such  in  brief,  is  the  history  of  the 
miraculous  picture  of  Our  Lady  of 
Perpetual  Help.  The  Picture  at  our 
Shrine  resembles  the  original  at 
Rome  not  only  in  design  and  color¬ 
ing,  but  especially  in  the  wonderful 
favors,  spiritual  and  temporal,  granted 
by  Almighty  God  through  the  all- 
powerful  intercession  of  His  ever 
Blessed  and  Immaculate  Mother. 

It  was  in  1866  that  the  Miraculous 
Picture  was  restored  to  its  place  of 
honor  in  Rome.  Five  years  later  the 
Mission  Church  of  Boston  was  highly 
favored  by  our  Blessed  Mother.  This 
Church  dedicated  to  Our  Lady  of 
Perpetual  Help,  received  from  Rome 
an  authentic  copy  of  the  original 
Miraculous  Picture.  During  the  past 
seventy  years,  so  numerous  have  been 
the  graces  and  favors  received  here 
at  the  Shrine,  that  they  may  be  said 
to  rival,  in  number  and  greatness. 
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even  those  of  the  ancient  Shrine  in 
Rome.  But  the  limits  of  this  booklet  do 
not  permit  us  to  recount  them. 

In  nearly  every  city  throughout  the 
country,  the  Miraculous  Picture  of 
Our  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help  has  been 
solemnly  enshrined.  Magnificent  ca¬ 
thedrals  and  modest  chapels  are  ded¬ 
icated  to  her  under  this  consoling  title. 
Everywhere  this  picture  acts  like  a 
magnet,  drawing  to  itself  the  hearts 
of  men  and  women.  And  to  everyone 
without  exception,  who  goes  to  Our 
Lady  full  of  faith  and  confidence,  she 
always  shows  herself  to  be  indeed  a 
Mother  of  Perpetual  Help. 
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